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CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 4693 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (MCDONALD, LAWRENCE) 

SUB J : CONGRESSMAN MCDONALD'S REMARKS ON CHILEAN REARMAMENT 
AND PERU 

REF: SANTIAGO 4670 

1. ON READING TEXT OF CONGRESSMAN MCDONALD S INTERVIEW 
(REFTEL) PERUVIAN AMBASSADOR GENERAL ODICIO CALLED 

ON ME JULY 3 TO EXPRESS HIS CONCERN RE REMARKS ON PERUVIAN 
REARMAMENT. SAID THAT AS WE KNEW HIS GOVT, AND HE 
PERSONALLY, HAD WORKED HARD AND LONG TO IMPROVE RELATIONS 
AND BUILD UP CONFIDENCE BETWEEN CHILE AND PERU. HE FELT 
CONGRESSMAN'S REMARKS MIGHT HAVE UNSETTLING EFFECT. 

2. I TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT CONGRESSMAN MCDONALD WAS IN 
CHILE AS GUEST OF GOC, AND THAT WE HAD HAD NO PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT HE WOULD SAY. AS A MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
HE WAS FREE TO EXPRESS HIMSELF IN ANY WAY, AND NOTHING HE 
SAID SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS NECESSARILY REFLECTING VIEWS 
OF USG. 

3. ODICIO SEEMED SATISFIED BY THIS EXPLANATION. 

4. COMMENT: CONGRESSMAN MCDONALD IS FIRST MEMBER 
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AS PART OF US DELEGATION TO INTER- AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT 
BANK MEETING IN EARLY APRIL 1974. EMBASSY WELCOMES 
HIS ARRIVAL, SINCE WE HAVE BEEN HOPING FOR MANY MONTHS 
THAT CONGRESSMEN MIGHT VISIT CHILE TO FORM ON-THE-SPOT 
OPINIONS REGARDING EVENTS HERE. NEVERTHELESS, AS CAN 
BE SEEN FROM REFTEL, CHILEANS MAY NOT FULLY APPRECIATE 
FACT THAT CONGRESSMAN MCDONALD S VIEWS ARE NOT UNIVERSALLY 
SHARED IN CONGRESS. WE WOULD ACCORDINGLY HOPE THAT 
OTHER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, NOT COMMITTED ON CHIEF. AN 
QUESTION, MIGHT PAY A VISIT TO SANTIAGO. 

5. AFTERNOON JULY 3, CONGRESSMAN STOPPED BY EMBASSY. 

HE AND AMBASSADOR HAD FRIENDLY EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON 
CHILEAN PROBLEMS IN GENERAL AND ARMS SUPPLY IN 
PARTICULAR. 

POPPER 
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